Дополнительный материал по страноведению Великобритании по теме: "Британская Королевская Семья"

                                    The members of the Royal Family.

Elizabeth II

Elizabeth II’s full name is Elizabeth Alexandra Mary. She was born on June 20, 1926. She is the elder daughter of the late King George VI She never went to school and was taught by home tutors. In 1944 she served as a councilor of state while her father was on the war front in Italy. In 1947 she married Prince Philip, her distant relative, a great-great-grandson of Queen Victoria. Philip adopted his mother’s surname Mountbatten. Later he was created Duke of Edinbergh. A year later she gave birth to a son, Charles. In 1950 she gave a birth to a daughter, Anne. Elizabeth succeeded to the throne on the death of her father in February in 1952. The second son, Andrew, was born to Elizabeth in 1960 and the third, Edward, in 1964.

Queen Elizabeth is very popular and much respected all over the world. She is one of the richest persons in the world. She acts as a patroness for a number of charities and other organizations. She is a symbol of unity and continuity within the Commonwealth of Nations.

The royal family has also undergone changes during Elizabeth’s reign. Since the 1980s the public has become much more informed about the lives of the royal family. Due to the press. Two of the Queen’s sons, Prince Charles and Prince Andrew, separated from their wives in 1992. Both separations were much discussed in newspapers. These divorces were surrounded by accusations of infidelity and damaged the reputation of the royal family.

Elizabeth II calls the Windsor family a ‘Firm’. She thinks of it as a business of the royal family is …well probably being royal. Being Queen is a really busy job. Elizabeth II gets up early and begins her day by looking through the newspapers. Then she reads letters from the public ( she gets more than 1000 each week), and tells her staff how she would like them to answer. The Queen has daily meetings with her Private Secretary who helps her to go through her paperwork, and lots of meetings with ambassadors, new judges, and bishops.

In the afternoon Elizabeth II often goes out on public engagements – she gets thousands of invitations each year. She opens hospitals, bridges and factories. 
Once a week, the Queen has a meeting with the Prime Minister and they discuss government business and important things that are happening in the country.

Being Queen is not a 9 to 5 job, and Elizabeth II has to work from early morning until late at night. And people watch her all the time.

Of course, she has come free time, and some private life, but less than most people. In her spare time she enjoys horse racing, fishing and walking in the countryside. She also enjoys photography and likes taking photos on her travels.

Many people think that the Royals are useless and monarchy is outdated. But the British people seem to like them that way. They like to read about the royal family, royal scandals and shocking secrets. They like to watch royal ceremonies, they are proud of the tradition of monarchy. Britain has had kings and queens for a thousand years – probably they’ll have them for another thousand.

Many other members of the family lead a busy life too. Princess Anne, for example, is Head of the University of London, Colonel of Eleven army regiments, and president of the Save the Children Fund.

Prince Charles

Prince Charles was born on 14 of November 1948 and christened Charles Philip Arthur George on 15 of December that year in the Music Room at Buckingham Palace. He was educated at Cheam School and at Gordonstown in Scotland. He spent part of the school years in 1966 as an exchange student at the Geelong Church of England Grammer School, Melbourne, Australia – the first member of the British Royal family to attend overseas Commonwealth school. Between 1967 and1970, the Prince read archaeology and anthropology and for his last two years history at the University of Cambridge. He took an active part in undergraduate life appearing in several college revues and gaining his university colours for polo. He graduated from Cambridge with a BA (Honours) degree in 1970. The Prince took his seat in the House of Lords in the same year. On the 29th of July 1981 the Prince of Wales married Lady Diana Spencer in St Paul’s Cathedral. Their marriage was dissolved on the 28th of August 1996. On the 10th of February 2005 Clarence House announced that the Prince of Wales was to marry Mrs. Camilla Parker Bowles.

Princess Diana

Princess Diana, Princess of Wales was born in 1961 in Sandringham, Norfolk, England. Her full name was Diana Frances Spencer. She was educated at Riddlesworth Hall in Norfolk, and West Heath School in Kent. From 1979 until 1981 Diana worked as a kinder-garden teacher in London. On February 24, 1981, her engagement to Prince Charles , the heir to the British throne , was announced. They were married in St. Paul’s Cathedral on July 29,1981. The couple had two sons: Prince William Arthur Philip Louis and Prince Henry Charles Albert David.

After the birth of the second son the relationship between Charles and Diana began to worsen. Charles seemed not to take part in the life of his wife and his children. He looked awkward trying to play with his children. Charles and Diana seldom appeared in public together. He began to see his former lover Camilla Parker. Diana had changed a lot. She would never again be a naive girl for whom marrying into the Royal Family had been like a miracle.

John Major announced the separation of the couple in December 1992. Diana continued to give active support to many charities related to homeless and deprived children, drug abuse, and victims of acquired immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS). Diana shocked many people in1987, when she shook the hand of an AIDS patient.

She was loved by people. She was becoming even more popular than Elizabeth II. People sympathized with her after the divorce. The Windsors began to dislike Diana and tried to get rid of her. She was deprived of the title “ Her Highness” and given a money compensation for it. Diana wanted to leave England but she could not take her sons, the heirs of the throne, with her. Diana stayed.

Her life aroused great interest of the public. This interest was extremely exaggerated by the paparazzi. They followed her everywhere. They often acted tactlessly. By one of the versions Diana’s tragic death was caused by the paparazzi, who were following her car that day. It happened on August 31, 1997 in one of the tunnels in Paris. She was still alive right after the crash. An ambulance took her to the hospital, but the injuries were so serious that she did not survive.

She was always a silent woman, the last and the greatest Silent Star of our noisy age, shining with quietness. Her life was meant to be watched, not heard. She was the image that outdid all others. She could be anything that we wanted her to be, Princess Diana, queen of our hearts, our Lady of Sorrow, everyone’s and no one’s.

George VI.

George VI was King of Great Britain and Northern Ireland from 1936 to 1952. He was also the last British king who had a title of Emperor of India.

He was a very modest and quiet man. He did not like to appear in the public eye, and besides, he stammered. When a young man, he served in the navy and air force. He participated in WWI. In 1923 he married Lady Elizabeth Bowes-Lyon, who is known as Queen Mother. They had two children, Elizabeth Alexandra Mary ( now the Queen Elizabeth II ) and Margaret Rose.

The royal family was popular among people. It earned even greater respect during WWII when they refused to leave Buckingham Palace even when London was bombed by the German airforce. The king and the queen tried to set an example of bravery to the people of Britain. 

People loved King George VI and mourned over him greatly when he died from lung cancer on February 1952.

Prince Harry

Prince Henry Charles Albert David, born on September 15, 1984 at St. Mary’s Hospital, in central London, is the third in line of succession to the throne, behind his father, the Prince of Wales, and his elder brother , Prince William.

Henry Charles Albert has always been known as Prince Harry and as he’s been outgoing and fun-loving boy ever since he was a kid, he was later dubbed the Happy Prince. His mother, Princess Diana, was deter mined that her sons should enjoy a “normal” lifestyle, and the three were often seen at amusement parks, going into McDonald’s restaurants or the cinema.

Harry attended the same schools as William, and in September 1998, he followed his elder brother to Eton, the most famous private school in Britain. He wasn’t as academically gifted as his brother William, but he earned a place at Eton and became popular with his fellow students. He had a reputation for being ‘ one of the lads’, unlike his more serious brother William.

But in his seventeenth year his name hit the headlines in a rather unpleasant way. His experiments with cannabis became public knowledge. Prince Charles’s reaction was quick. Even before the newspapers appeared with Harry’s Drugs Shame, Trouble with Harry headlines, he had already taken his son to a drug clinic for a day. Talking to doctors and drug addicts seemed to have a sobering effect on Harry.

On September 15, 2002 Prince Harry celebrated his 18th birthday. To mark the occasion, Her Majesty the Queen gave the Prince his own Coat of Arms. On that day Harry was busy with good works: visiting hospitals and speaking to the homeless. He wanted to remind the public about his mother’s huge contribution to charity.

Princess Diana’s influence on Harry is very strong. And while most people note the marked resemblance between Princess Diana and William, some friends of the family say that in reality, it is Harry who is more like his mother in many ways.

Harry’s academic achievements at Eton were not outstanding, but he was excellent at sports and arts.

Prince Harry plays rugby, football and cricket, enjoys swimming and skiing and is an excellent polo player.

Like his father, Harry loves painting. He is a talented artist and has had his work exhibited at the school.

In March,2003 Harry played one of the leading parts in Much Ado About Nothing.
In June Harry left Eton College. He has announced his decision to enroll in a military academy, but before that he is taking a gap year. That means he will spend a year not working or studying but traveling and working.

Now Prince Harry is in Australia. He is working at a cattle station and ‘learning a bit how to be a jackaroo’. He is already an expert in rounding up cattle.

What does the future hold for Prince Harry? William’s role as the future king is clearly defined, but Harry, is the ‘ spare’, as his mother called him. William is always on his guard, instinctively aware of his position, Harry is much more relaxed, showing his feelings and saying what he thinks. He seems to enjoy his second son’s status to the full, although once some years ago, when William expressed his concern about his future role as a king, Harry exclaimed ‘I’d love it!’

 Prince William

On the 21st of June 1982,Prince William Arthur Philip Louis Windsor was born at St Mary’s Hospital, London. The eldest son of Prince and Princess of Wales, Prince William is the second in line to the throne after his father, Prince Charles. On the 21st of June 2005, Prince William celebrated his 23rd birthday.

Being a prince is not as easy as it may seem. Being a future king is even more difficult. So, what does the future hold for Prince William, a modern Prince of the 21st century?

The British royal family has a ling history. Britain has seen both successful and unsuccessful rulers, but until recently, very few people have seriously thought that Britain might ever stop being a monarchy. Now, there are a lot of people in Britain who believe that Britain should get rid of the royal family. Why? One of the main reason is that having a monarchy is very expensive. In Britain, most royal ceremonies, accommodation and expenses are paid for by the tax-payer. A series of royal scandals, such as the divorce of William’s parents, Prince Charles and Princess Diana,has also damaged the reputation of the royal family and made many people believe that the days of the British royal family are nearly over.

Many people believe that Prince William is the only person who could save the situation. Since the tragical death of Princess Diana, who was deeply loved and admired both in Britain and abroad, British people have been desperate for a new hero. William, whose good looks are so like his mother’s, who has her smile, charm and a great sense of humour, seems the only possible candidate. William also inherited his grandmother’s strength of character and determination. It is already clear that William knows his own mind. For example, he insisted on going to St Andrews University in Scotland rather than to traditional Oxford or Cambridge. This is why William is often called ‘the perfect prince’ by the media.

However, William faces a lot of challenges in his life. To start with, he does not like seeing his name in the newspapers. All his life, he has been avoiding media attention as much as possible. William needs to find something to do with his life until he becomes King.

Therefore, it is not surprising that there have been rumours that William does not want to be King and sees his royal status more as a burden than a blessing. This does not seem to be true. In his interview to Hello magazine, William said that the stories about him not wanting to be King were wrong, as it was something he was ‘born into’ and his’ duty’. Whatever the truth, it is clear that William will have to work hard to organize his life.

Let’s wish him good luck!


